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It’s hard to believe the 2015 show season is half over! We are excited about the 
upcoming shows in Hamilton, Vernon, Bryan and Stephenville. This is the first time 
we’ve held a show in Hamilton. The show will feature a clinic and SHOT show, as 
well as AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse and Ranch Riding classes. There are a few 
things you need to be aware of before you go -- primarily RV and stall reservations 
need to be made through Circle T Arena. Their phone number and additional infor-
mation is available in this newsletter.

Vernon and Stephenville will also offer AQHA VRH and Ranch Riding, and the 
Bryan show is also hosting Ranch Riding classes on Friday evening after the clinic.

You should have received a ballot for SHOT Board of Directors. Please take the 
time to make your selections and return the ballot to the office by August 1. This 
team of individuals helps SHOT navigate through the future by identifying needs, 
ways to network, improve our mission of education and putting these thoughts into 
action at our activities. Your vote is important!

With just a few shows left, it won’t be long that we are all gathering in Abilene for 
the Western Horseman Stock Horse World Championship. We look forward to this 
wonderful show each year and all of the fabulous prizes and hospitality! Make sure 
you changed the dates on your calendar to October 30-November 1. We don’t want 
you to miss it!

Nomination forms for the SHOT Futurity and Derby are available online and are 
due October 1st. All of the nomination money is paid directly back to the contes-
tants. Last year, our world show awarded more than $75,000 in cash and prizes in 
six divisions, plus the Futurity and Derby. If you know of someone that has a young 
horse (Futurity for 3-year-olds and Derby for 4 & 5-year-olds), please tell them 
about our aged event. Last year, some of the top trainers and non pros in the in-
dustry competed. We will also offer an AQHA Ranching Heritage Challenge at our 
world show. If your horse is eligible, join us!

We would like to get photos from as many shows as possible and compile a slide 
show for our annual banquet. If you have any fun photos on your phones or mem-
ory cards, please send them to the SHOT office. And if you’re at a show or clinic -- 
please snap a few!

Date change for the World Show
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Trail - Common Penalties
This month we continue our series on penalties with the Stock Horse Trail class. 

Does the course look like a version of Pick Up Sticks after your run? I doubt it, 
but it is important to know what those ticks, missteps and breaks of gait cost you 
in the trail.

Here’s a list of 1 point penalties —
• A hit, bite or step on any component of an obstacle (including plants). Did 

you hit 2 logs with a front foot and one log with a back foot? If so, these penalties 
are cumulative, so you’re at 3 pts in this example.

• Incorrect or break of gait at walk or jog for 2 strides or less. This counts at any 
place on the pattern, including in the middle of an obstacle like a trot over or lope 
over.

• More than one foot in a space on 
walk and jog overs. Does it matter if 
your horse puts a foot in each walk-
over space? You bet. Putting both 
front or hind feet in a single-stride 
space at the walk or jog is a 1 pt pen-
alty each time it happens

• Split pole in a lope over (during 
a lope over, when a horse puts his 
rear legs on each side of a lope over 
simultaneously, instead of landing 
with both hind feet on the same side 
of the poll).

• One step on a dismount or ground tie (except to shift for balance.)

3 point penalties —
• Wrong lead, even if your horse changes leads going over an obstacle – it 

counts.
• Draped reins.
• Break of gait at the lope, or a break of gait at the walk or jog for more than two 

strides.
• Two or three steps on the dismount or ground tie. Be sure to tell ‘em Whoa!

5 point penalties... These are biggies and can bump your placing really quick! —
• Knocking over, stepping out of or falling off an obstacle. So if your horse steps 

off the bridge, it’s a 5 point penalty. Or if your horse steps outside a back through, 
that’s 5 points.

• Dropping an object required to be carried.
• Letting go of the gate! Yep…you can’t let go when you open it. But you can 

reposition your hand if you need to.
• 1st or 2nd cumulative refusal on the course
• More than one finger between split reins or any fingers between romal reins
• Use of either hand to instill fear or praise – even if your horse does great, wait 

A horse that puts one foot in each space can 
remain penalty free.

Diamond Sponsors

Murphy Ranch &
Stylish Rey Gay

Platinum Sponsors

Double F Ranch
Roy & Sherri Fischer

Jay & Cathy Clements
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until you get out of the pen to pet him.
• Spurring in front of the cinch, blantant disobedience and the use of two hands 

(except in a snaffle bit or hackamore).

Having problems on an obstacle? The rider has the option of eliminating any ob-
stacle and taking a score of 0 for the missed obstacle. However, this results in being 
Off Pattern (OP) and the horse/rider will not place above others who completed 
the pattern correctly.

Thanks to these
Platinum SPONSORS

Gold Sponsors

Martin Saddlery — Co-sponsors beautiful, quality SHOT year-end saddles. 
Martin Saddlery manufactures their own trees to ensure the 
quality, focus, and undivided attention to the fine details in each 
tree produced. Talented and passionate craftsman and developers 
are a large part of why Martin Saddles are of the highest quality 
on the market. Martin Saddlery tree engineers and craftsman are 
horsemen and live their work everyday.

Montana Silversmiths of Columbus, Montana; Co-sponsor of many of the 
beautiful SHOT champion buckles. You know Montana when you see it. It’s 
authentic, distinctive and uniquely American. It 
carries with it a spirit of the great Western frontier that 
still thrives in places you can’t find on any map. The 
qualities that make Montana great are the same qualities you will find in every 
piece of handcrafted silver from Montana Silversmiths®.

Double F Ranch – Angus ranch in San Saba County, Texas, 
owned by Roy & Sherri Fischer

Balance Ranch of McMahan, Texas — Balance Ranch is a 
small, family-owned and family-operated, ranch located in the heart of Central 
Texas. We are pleased to offer ‘on-the-hoof ’, natural, grass-fed beef.  Balance Ranch 
beef cattle are healthy and wholesome --- no crowded feedlots, no unnecessary 
antibiotics and no growth hormones of any kind --- they 
are relaxed, free-range, pasture-fed animals. Balance Ranch 
Beef is humanely raised and rotationally grazed.  We sell only 
quality products at fair prices and we give personal attention 
to each and every one of our customers. 

JW Brooks Custom Hat Company, Lipan, Texas — JW Brooks 
Custom Hat Company is proud to be THE custom hat maker, 
and sponsor for the Stock Horse of Texas!  The most recognizable 
cowboy hat, in and out of the arena, is a JW Brooks custom hat. 
Made right here in Texas, the JW Brooks Custom Hats team can 
assist you in getting your signature style and a winning look!”   
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Open
1. Mike Major - Cowboy Express
2. Mozaun McKibben - Balanced Catalyst
3. Mozaun McKibben - Autumn Play
4. Randy Snodgress - Two T General Joe H
5. Will Lorenz - Sonoita Hoveys Bug

Non Pro
1. Dejonna Haneline - Peptos Smart Peppy
2. Hannah Penny - Faraway Skipper
3. William Lewis - Shiney Vintage Chic
4. Roy Fischer - Blue Bottom Tom
5. Jennifer Muir - Mr Red Heartbreaker

Limited Non Pro
1. Brittney Snodgress - Hickory Gota Spot
2. Matt Wallis - One Smart Dually
3. Becky Horlen - Ill Be A Chic
4. Julie Swanson - Pistols Annie Oakley
5. Bob Muir - Mr Kings Fault

Novice
1. Jimmy Vick - Cherokee Stylishstik
2. Peggy Hughes - Conchos Colonel
3. Hi E. Newby III - Leo San Badger Man
4. Leslie Thompson - Spark A Spotlight
5. Kyla Hogan - Bonitas Sugar Badger

Youth
1. Molly Jacobs - Oh Cay Jose
2. Christopher Lewis - Colonels Colonel
3. Teghan Brooks - Jac Smart
4. Gillean Nixon - KR Ima Electric
5. Madison Miller - Cee Hickory Doc

Junior Horse
1. Brianna Parnell - Surely Dolled Up
2. Bobby Haneline - Bella Boon
3. Stacey McAlexander - Who Whiz Hank
4. Lee Smith - Dual Lil Flo
5. Ashley Slaughter - CSR Pretty Cash

Sulphur Springs Results, July 17-18, 2015

2015 Clinic & Show Schedule
August 7 & 8, 2015
*Hamilton, Texas

September 11 & 12, 2015
*Vernon, Texas

September 25 & 26, 2015
**Bryan, Texas

October 9 - 11, 2015
*Stephenville, Texas

2015 Western Horseman
World Championship Show

SHOT Derby & Futurity
October 30 - 

November 1, 2015
Abilene, Texas

* AQHA VRH & 
   Ranch Riding offered
**AQHA Ranch Riding only

Silver Sponsors

Bandera Drilling

Belcher Family 
Living Trust

Brent Schmidt 
Photography

HORSE HEALTH NOTE>> The Texas Animal Health Commission 
encourages equine owners to consult with their private veterinary practitioner regarding 
vaccinating their horses against mosquito-borne illnesses such as Eastern Equine En-
cephalitis (EEE), Western Equine Encephalitis (WEE), Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis 
(VEE), and West Nile Virus. According to the Texas Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Lab, 
three horses in East Texas have tested positive for EEE. 

A sound vaccination program is always a good idea for horses that travel to events. 
Equine influenza and equine rhinopneumonitis are respiratory diseases in horses that 
can sideline your show plans if your horse gets sick. Visit with your veterinarian and 
make sure they understand that you travel to horse events. They may recommend vac-
cinating two or three times a year to keep your horse healthy.
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Return your SHOT Board 
of Director ballot! 

Due in the SHOT Office
by August 1st!

Silver Sponsors

Jack Horne Ranch
Lindsey Angus

Bob & Jennifer Muir

r Brand 
Livestock

Spiller Ranch/Baru’s Silver

Spur Ranch, LLC

William Lewis Livestock

We’re looking forward to a great clinic and show at Circle T Arena in 
Hamilton! You will really enjoy this facility, and we anticipate a great show. This 
show will include an AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse and Ranch Riding. Here’s a 
few things you need to know before you go...
• Stall & RV reservations will need to be made through Circle T Arena. They 
can be reserved with a credit card. The arena prefers competitors to call 
and not email their info. >> 254-386-3559
• A separate check must be made to Circle T for the stalls, shavings, and 
RV hookups. One bag per stall is required and no outside shavings are 
allowed. Shavings are $12 per bag. 
• VIP Stalls & RV Sites are $35 per day (park right in front of your stalls)
• Regular stalls and RV sites are $30 per day
• On-site hotel is the Inn at Circle T Arena  254-386-3209

 King - $125.99/night
 Double - $134.99/night
 King Suite - $143.99/night

Clinicians ~
Cow > Bozo Rogers
Reining > Chris Jeter
Trail > Mozaun McKibben
Pleasure > Gary Reynolds

Entries Due August 1st!

Headed to Hamilton?

No hour of life 
is wasted that 
is spent in the 
saddle.  

~Winston 
Churchill
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Bronze Sponsors
H.G. “Kel” & Lonnie Adams

Dr. Jim Heird
Panhandle Reined Cow 

Horse Association
Steve & Donna Drennan

Jim & Mary Anne Truemper

Abilene Ag 
Belcher Land, LLC 

Big Country Electric 
Bridgestone Bandag LLC 

Double X Livestock Supply
Granada Farms

Charley & Allana Hicks
James McDavid

Ingram Insurance
K & B Construction

Kenny Dickerson
Key City Veterinary Clinic

Lloyd & Carla Belcher
 Mark Horn Enterprises 

Matador Ranch
Pitchfork Land & Cattle 

Schiller Ranch
Spitzer Animal Health
Swenson Land & Cattle

Rafter DS Ranch
Stamford Insurance Agency 

Rick & Nora Thompson
Tongue River Ranch

Woodard Family

Friends

During 1998, the first year in which SHOT competitions were held, the first two 
events took place at covered arenas. The first competition was held at Lone Star 
Arena in Stephenville, Texas on Sunday, June 28. The next event occurred at the 
Freeman Arena at Texas A & M in College Station, Texas in August. In October 
the third SHOT competition was hosted by the Southland Land and Cattle Co. in 
Seagoville, Texas, managed by Kenneth Leatherwood. 
One of the original concepts of SHOT was to conduct competitions in a natural 
ranch setting when possible. Out of necessity, reining and cow work were done in 
an arena but pleasure and versatility (trail) were ridden in a pasture or wooded 
area of varying terrain. This competition at Seagoville was documented in an 
article in the March 1999 issue of Western Horseman, written and photographed 
by Ross Hecox. A couple of points which might be of interest to SHOT members 
are the picture of a very young Casey Deary, future reining horse trainer and 
NRHA Futurity winner, checking the cattle feeder. (I think he got his driver’s 
license the week before the show.) Also, Stan Smith, the first president of SHOT, 
came all the way from Ackerly to attend this event. Ackerly is a suburb of Lame-
sa and about ten hours from the Dallas area. 
This article marked the first of many in Western Horseman about SHOT and its 
members and is reprinted with permission of that great publication and SHOT 
sponsor. 
The article is included at the end of this newsletter.

Historical Corner - Gettin’ Ranchy
Southland Land and Cattle Co. – Part 1   with Jim Truemper

The Western Horseman Stock 
Horse World Championship held in 
conjunction with the SHOT Futurity 
and Derby are coming up! This is a 
GREAT show with FABULOUS prizes at 
all levels! 

 October 30-November 1, 2015 

It is also a great venue to introduce 
new folks to SHOT. Please help us spread 
the word about this event. You can 
click on the flyer on our website (www.
stockhorse.org) and print out a few 
copies. Hang them in your local feed 
stores or arenas near you. Share it on 
Facebook. Tell your friends!!!

Futurity & Derby Nominations are due October 1!
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